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dn Addrefs to the People of” Conneélicut, 


ra : 
OR which of you intending to build a tower filteth not down 
fifi and counteth the coft ?”” 


An interefting queftion is here afed by the diredtion of infinite 
wifdom. This queftion contains the following ufeful and important 
inftru&tion : That no man dr body of men thowld attempt the accomplifb- 
ment of any great obje without duly eflimating the evils and benefits pro- 
bably refelting from it. Sacha rule of life adopred end adhered to 
would have prevented many {chemes and projects which have coft 
much, and which have been produdtive of nothing but_difgrace to their 
authors and mifery to the human race—it would induce men to obey 
the diGtates of.experience rather than the dreams of enthufiafm, and 
would drive from the world a {pecies of evi/dom which is indeed folly. 

An attempt is now making in this State to change the vital princi- 
ples ef our government, to remove from office all our prefent rulers, 
and to introduce a new order of things. To thefe innovations the peo- 
ple are invited, allured and exhorted.—To effe@ thefe objeéis no pains 
are fpared—no exertions are omitted. ee 

An important queftion here arifes, viz. Would the accomplifhment 
of the object be worth the coft ?—An individual who neither holds an 
office nor feeks one—who can have nothing jn view but the maintenance 
of that order of things which fhall moft effeétually premote’ public and 
private happinefs, and who has the fame intereft in the welfare of foci- 
ety as the great body of his fellow citizens, requefts the difpaflionate 
attention of the reader, while he confiders this important fubject. 
will ufe no weapon but truth avd truth will be regarded by all except 
thofe who love darknefs rather than light. 

To exhibit a correé& view of the fubjed, it will be proper, fr/, to 
enquire into. the prefent condition. of Connedticut, and /econdly, to ex- 
amine the yarious plans or projeéts propofed for our adoption, and 
eftimate the probable coft attending them. We can then in the third 
place form a juft opinion of the propriety of the propofed changes. 
The condition of Connecticut firft claims our attention. 

That our climate, foil and fituation are fuch as to infure as much 
health, riches and profperity as any people: can rationally with, feems 
not to be'doubted. Qur natural advantages do not indeed promife fuch 
am accumulation of wealth as might fatisfy that avarice which: like the 
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will, in ordinary cafes, enfure to induftry an ample reward and this 
fhould fatisfy a virtuous mind. 

The diffulen of knowledge is greater than in any other part of the 
globe of equal limenfions. Such are the excellent provilions of our 
laws, and the virtuous habits of our citizens, that f{chools of inftrudtien 
in aj] ufeful knowledge are to be found in every place where they are 
needed. There is no village in this State which will not atteft to this 
fa&t. In various places alfo flourifhing academies are fupported, in 
which the higher branches of fcience are taught, and our College ts at 
_ once our ornament and our pride, Religious in{truction is a'fo brought 
almoft te every man’s door, fo that none can jultly complain that they 
are denied the means of growing wifer and better. By the liberality 
of the benevolent, privite libraries are every where found which, with 
the other fources of information, evince the fuperiority of our condition 
to that of any other people, in the means of gaining valuable knowledge. 
To thofe, who with the writer, believe that ignorance is the parent of 
vice, and that the eivilized is preferable to the favage ftate, our fitua- 
tion, in the above particulars, demands the gratitude of every heart. 

Our conttitution and government are perfeétly free, and our laws 
are mild, equitable and jut. Tothe truth of this pofition there is the 
moft ample and unequivocal proof. 

1 Thofe who feek to revolutionize the State declare this to be the 
nature of our government with few exceptions.—Such teftimony can- 
not be doubted—it is the teftimony of a man againft himfelf. Atk 
your neighbour to point you to the evils under which ‘he labours—afk 
hina to name the man who is opprefled except by his vices or “his fol- 
lies, and if he be honeft, he will tell you that there isno fuch man—if 
he be difhoneft, his filence will be proof im point. 

2. Strangers who refide here a fafficient time to learn our laws, uni- 
verfally concur in their declarations on this fubje@. They will afk, 
with furprize, why the people of Conneticut fhould complain: ? They 
fee every man indulged in worfhipping God as be pleafes, and they fee 
many indulged in negleéting his _worthip entirely.—They fee men ev- 
ery where enjoying the liberty of doing what is right—and fuch liberty 
trey rightly decide is the perfection of freedom. 

3. The experience of a century and an half, affords irrefiftible 
proof on this fubjeét. During this long period convulfions have fhaken 
many parts of the earth, and thare has been a mighty wafte of human 
happinefs. Empires and Kingdoms have been proftrated, and the 
{word hath been devouring without ceffation. This ftate too hath 
been threatned—clouds have gathered and portended a dreadful de- 
folation, but we have been defended, protected and faved. No ef- 

fential changes in our government have ever taken place—formed by 
men who knew the important difference between liberty and licentiouf- 
nefs, it has been our fhield—our ftrong tower-—our fecure fortrefs.— 
To the calls of our country we have ever been obedient—No ftate 
hath more cheerfully met danger-—no ftate hath more readily or effec- 
tually refitted foreign aggreffien. Wafhington while living was a 
“witnefs to this fact, and tho’ dead:he yet fpeaketh. While plots, in- 
furre@tions and rebellions have diftrefled many {lates and nations, 
Conneéticut hath enjoyed an internal peace and tranquility, which 
forcibly demonftrates the wifdom and equity of her Government 
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Such a Government, adminiftered by men of virtue and talents, has 
‘produced the moft benign effects, and our profperityas calculated to ex- 
cite the warmeft expreflions of gratitude rather than the mu:ssers of dif- 
affection. : 

4. Our Treafary exhibits the truth of thefe remaks. [t is clear: 
from the {tatement in the Appendix, to which every reader. will advert: 
with pleafure, that the people of Conneéticut annually receive thirty: 
feven thoufand four hundred and fifty-five dollars and ieventy fix cents 
more from the Treafury thamthey pay into,it by taxes and duties — 
At the clofe of the late war fuch had been our exertions, we were en- 
cumbered - with a debt’ of nearly two millions of dollars. Now that 
debe is paid and ‘we have nearly that fum in advance. Where is the: 
{late which can juftly boaft ef greater profperity ? : 

Notwithftanding this enviable fituation a clamour is excited, the 
people are agitated, and difcord, with its train of evils, is prevailing. 
Some of our citizens, in the height of-political profperity, ere feeking: 
to deftroy an order of things which has prevailed an hundred and 
fifty years, and to: throw themfe ves into the arms of projectors and 
reformers. « Is theré nothing unaccountable in fuch conduct? Is there 
nothing calculated to excite indignation? My fellow citizens, fhall, 
any confiderable portion of the people of Conneticut fubjeét themfelves 
to the reproach which refted on an ancient people? ‘The ox know- 
eth his owner and the afs his mafter’s crib, but my people do not know, 
Ifrael doth not confider.”” ies : nD 
Secondly... Letus examine fome of the plans and projects propo- 
fed. for ouradoption and eftimate the probable. coft attending them.— 
Here we mult {peak with lefS certainty — What the prefent condition, 
of Connecticut is we know+refpedting its future deltiny we can only 
jadge by arguing from caufe to effec. Why aman who regards the 
happinets of his tellow men, fhould attempt achainge here, is too won- 
derful for an ordinary capacity. No prudent farmer ever pulled up a 
hill of corn, which was flourithing, to fee if there was not a worm at 
the roat. .: ea 

One of thefe projeéts is the repeal of all laws for the fupport of re- 
ligions inftitutions. The language of thofe who favor the meafure is, 
that religion will take care of itfelf—that no external aid is neceflary— 
that all legiflative interference is impious. Many, and it is believed 
by far the greater part, of thofe who make thefe declarations, intend to 
throw down all the barriers which chriftianity has ereéted again{t vice. 
They are obftinately determined to banith from the public mind all 
affe@ion and veneration for the Clergy, all refpect for the inflitutions of 
religion, and to reduce Conneticut to that condition which kaows no 
diftingtion between “him who ferveth God and him who-ferveth him 
“not.” They wifh tofeea Republic without religion ; and fhould they 
be gratified, the confequerce would {peedily be, a miferable race of men 
without virtue, wallowing in vice and ripening for a dreadfu deftruc- 
tion. If infinite truth is to be credited, ‘ God will pour out his ins 
dignation on the-heathen who know. him not.” ; 

_ Thefe reformers, under the {pecious pretext of exercifing unbound- 
ed liberality in matters of religion, become iaiolerant to a'l who differ 
from them, charging the profeflors of chriftianity wath breathing eut a 
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fpirit of perfecution, they become the moft furious perfecutors, and 
while they affe@ to poffefs great moderation and candor towards all 
denominatiens of Chriftians, they clearly evince that they wou!d grant 
indulgence or protection tonone. On the other hand a great majority 
of the people and the Legiffature, infift that every man in. the commu- 
nity who is able, fhould contribute, in fome way, towards the fupport 
of the inftitutions of religion. No wiflis entertained to legiflute in 
matters of faith, or to eftablith one fe impreference to another Our 
Jaws permit every man to worfhip God when, where, and in the 
mianner moft agreeable to his principles or to his inclination, and not the 
leaft reftraint is impofed ; all ideas of diétating to the eonfcience are 
difcarder, and every man “ fits under his own vine and fig tree’ Our 
laws only enforce the great principle abovementioned that the members 
of the community fhould contribute towards the fupport of thefe infti- 
tutions, as means to promote the profperity of the people in the fame 
manner as they provide for the public accomoda:ion, peace and happi- 
nefs, by the maintenance of roadsan™ bri ges, the organization of the 
militia, and the fupport of vee of inftruétion. Should objections 
be urged by any individuals that they cannot confcientioufly contribute 
to the promotion of thefe objeéts, their objections would be difregard- 
ed. . There is a clafs of men, very refpedtable for the fobriety of theis 
habits, and their peaceful deportment, who always refufe to be taxed 
for military defence. No one doubts that in their oppofition, they are 
confcientious, and yet few doubt the prop-iety of enforcing fuch taxes. 
The principle now advocated. is interwoven with all our jaws and 
hrabits—it has exifted from the firft fettlement of the State—it has pro- 
duced much good—it ought not therefore to be abandoned without the 
utmoft seliberation. The clamor againft this® principie, is the clamor 
of thofe who with to fee the State revolutionized—it is the clamor of 
thofe turbulent fpirits wich delight in confufion and which pul down 
and deftroy with an eagernefs and dexterity which they never fhew in 
building up. — Let the fober citizens of Conne@icut look at the authors 
of this clamor—Let them view fuch men as Abraham Bifhop, and eye 
the path which they have trodden from their youth, and then afk their 
own hearts. ifthey are not under fome apprehenfion, feft if they fhould 
enlift under fuch leaders and fight their caufe, they may be found con- 
tending againft the belt interetts of fociety, and “ fighting agaialt God.” 
Another project zealoufly fupported is that of Diftnéting the State 
for the choice of Affittants, and Reprefentatives in Congrefs. ‘The 
atgument which is urged for the adoption of this meafure with 
any plauiibility, is that in Difti& elections the candidate would be bet- 
ter known. To this argument it may be replied, the State of Connedt- 
jeut is fo limited in its extent, information of all kinds is: fo generally 
diffufed, and there is fuch a fisod of newfpapers that the characters of 
all the candidates for office may be thoroughly known by all who will 
beftow any attention to-tine fubject. This State is fcarcely more exten: 
five thaw a fingle County in many other States, ‘and’ the intercourfe of 
the inhabitants of the various parts with each other is fach that no evil 
can exift in our prefent mode of elections: But there are ferious and 
weighty objections againft Diftrict elections, 
“x. Sach eleéions open wide the door, for jntrigue.-At this door, 
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already too widely extended, the moft alarming mifchiefs enter-—mif- 
chiefs which fap the foundations of anele&ive government by corrupt- 
ing the minds of the freemen and thus converting an eleftion ground 
into a theatre on which is difplayed the moft vile and demoralizing 
practices. Let the reader fatisfy himfelf as to the truth of this obfer- 
wation by examining the hiftory of an election in the Southern States, 
where this mode alone is adopted. Let him learn that the candidate 
for office and his hoft of dependents and tools, are employed for weeks 
before and on the days of eleétion, in the moft infamous intrigues, and 
that falfehood and bribery are-fo much in fafhion, and are fo univerfally 
reforted to, that fiuccefs invariably attends the moft impudent and the 
mott profligate, while the man of modefty and virtue, though poffeffing 
the faireft claims to promotion, is abafhed, confounded and overwhelmed. 
2dly. ‘The candidate when eleéted becomes the creature of a diftriét 
aud not the ruler ofa State—He is and muft be devoted to the inter- 
eft of that portion of the community which has elected him, and their 
views and linen muft be patronized though they oppofe the welfare 
ef the whole. = > ; : 
gdly. Such eleétions do not fecure the beft talents If talents and 
worth are of confideration, furely they fhould be’at the command of the 
public. It is of no moment where a man dwells, but it is of immenfe 
importance that he be a wife man rather than a_fool—a man of integrity 
vather than a énave. ; ; foe os 
athly. Experience, the only fafe and unerring guide, is altopether 
in favor of elections at large rather than by Diftridts. The reprefenta- 
tion of this State'in Conprefs has ever been of the moft refpeAable char- 
adicr—-It is net toomuch-to.‘ay that no State in the Union can juftly 
claim a fuperiority to Conneticut in this refpeét The fame may be 
affirmed, with truth, of the Upper Houfe of the Legiflature of this 
State. Hlasthere not been a-conftant fucceffion of able and wife men 
in that branch of the adminiftration of Conneétiewt? For more than 
a century we have preferved an unexampled profperity.—Shall we haz- 
ard our interefts on the {peculations of zealous partizans who aré €on- 
{tantly bewildering themfelvesand their followers in new {chemes ? 
Another project is that of univerfal fuffrage. The ftreets refound 
with the clamour that-men-are deprived of the invaluable privilege of 
ehoofing their rulers, and the people are invited to extend this privi- 
lege to all who pay taxes and do military duty. It is now difcovered 
that Conneticut, in this particular, is not free.— The great argument 
urged in fupport of univerfal fuffrage is that taxation and repreientation 
thould go hand in hand—it is faid that this maxim was deemed juft 
duriag the revolutionary war, and that Americans adhered to it asa 
fundamental principle—This principle the writer readily recognizes as 
a found and indifputable pofition in every free government. But what 
is the meaning of the maxim ? Does it intend that every perfon who 
is taxed, can of right claim the privilege of giving his fuffrage ? If fo 
perfons convicted of offences, or who are infamous for their vices may 
vote—for fuch perfons are not outlawed.On this principle, women 
of full age and unmarried, are alfo to be admitted.—Minors alfo whofe 
property is taxed, fhould be permicted to exercife this franchife, at leaft 
by guardian or proxy.. What then isthe true meaning of the maxim, 
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that repiefentation and taxation are infeparable? Here all writers 
agree—it means that. no community JSoould be taxed by the legiflature unless 
that community is, or might-have been reprefented in fuch leg flature.— 
Hence fevyeral towns-in this State ull lately, were not reprefented in 
the General Affembly, and of courfe not taxed.—Barkhempfted, 
Colebrock and: Winchelter, it is believed, were of this: defcription. 

This State and the other States underftood this ‘maxiny precifely as 
now explained, in .heir oppolition to Great-Britain.—We complained 


-that the colonies fhould not be taxed becaufe they were not reprefent- 
-edvia parliament. In this view ofthe fubje@ the maxim is wife and 


_ jut. 


Again, is not every town in Conneéticut now reprefented in the Ic- 
giflature, and of courfe each individual equally with every other? Is 
the reprefentative of Hartford, for example, a -reprefentative of the 
freemen of Hartford, or of the town of Hartford ? The truth is, every 
man, woman and child are reprefented.-. - 

- But it is faid that. many perfons are excluded from giving their fuf- 
frages who have life, liberty and reputation to proteét. On a clofe at- 
tention to this fact it will be found thatthe number of thofe worthy 
members of fociety who do not poffefs the legal qualification, is {mall, 
and if men are to have an influence in eleétions according to the a- 


-mount of their taxes, why fhould not.the man who pays fifty dollars, 


be entitled to more than one vote? Noone pleads for fuch a privilege, 


-but there are many who infiftithat-the man without a cent of property 


fhall have the fame direétion ia the choice of thofe who: are charged 
with the interefts of the community, as he who’ is'worththoufands of 


dollars. A friendto the rights of man feems. to feel no Sarma? the 
idea that one who exhautts his earnings in a grog-fhop, fhould have an 


influence in’ele€tions in proportion. to the ftrength of his lungs, or his 
aftivity in intrigue, but he is grealy agitated from an apprehenfion that 
men who have property to protect, will not promote the well being of 
fociety. A juror who is to decide on the controverfies of his neiph- 
bours—an appraifer of land—a diftributor of a deceafed perfons eltate, 
mult be frecholders by a ftanding law whichis the fubject of no cen- 
fare, and yet it is faid that in the important tranfa@ion of chocfing men 
to enact laws, and to appoint. thofe who are to decide on,:and execute 
thofe laws, no qualifications are neceflary. : 

Again, it is infifted by thofe who oppofe univerfal fuffrage, and the 
reader is defired to notice the remark with attention, that no commu- 
nity can be fafe unlefs the power of elections refides principally with 
the great body of the landholders. Such en influence had this princi- 
ple on thofe wife men who formed ovr laws, that a mere trifle in real 
property gives the right of fuffrage, while a man may be excluded who 
is the proprietor of perfonal property to.a large-amount. 

Landholders havean enduring intereft.in the welfare of the com- 
munity. ‘They are lords of. their own foil, and of courfe, to a certain 
degree. independent-——-they therefore. will. refift tyranny-—they will 
equally oppoie anarchy becaufe they are aware that in any ftorm which 
may arife they muft abide its fury. The merchant, with his thoufands, 
can feek a thelter—to the mere bird of paffage, who has no “ abi- 
ding country and who fecks noue to come,” itis of litle moment 
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thether Qability or confufion predominate, but "to the former who is 
enchained to the State, peace and order is of meftimable value. 

What, mp fellow citizens, is the attempt now making? What ts 

the language of thofe who advocate univerfal fuffrage ? It is nothing 
lefs than an effort to wreft from the farmers of Connedticut that con- 
troul over the eleétions which is their only fortrefs of fafety. Let 
men who with to proteét their invaluable rights ponder on thefe things, 
and Jet them at the fame time, remember that no nation in which uni- 
verfal {uffrage hath been allowed, hath remained free and happy. 
_ Another projeét urged, with great vehemence, is, to difplace all our 
prefent rulers—by thofe, is meant our legiflators in the general and 
ftate Government——our judges and magiftrates of every grade. That 
fuch is 2 darling objeét with thofe who feek to revolutionize Connec- 
ticut, there is no doubt. Is fuch a meafure wife? Who are thefe 
rulers? A candid obferver muft reply, they are men in whofe hands 
power has been wifely placed by the people, and who have never a- 
bufed that power, men of unqueftionable talents and of fpotlefs fame. 
Among them are your Trumbulls, your Ellfworths, your Hullhoufes, 
your Grifwolds, your Goodriches aud your Davenports, men tried 
and approved. Among them there is one who was fide by fide with 
your beloved Wafhington during the revolutionary war, who has re- 
peatedly been eleéted your firft magiftrate, and; againft whom, the 
tongue of flander never moved but in the ard fervice of a harder maf 
ter. “There is another, who, for more than twenty yeats has been ems 
ployed in. the fir lt offices in the gift of his country, and whofe probity 
and talents are fecond to thofe of none of his contemporaries. A~ 
mong thefe are many who mutt enjoy the affedtion and veneration of 
theiz countrymen while fupetior worth is regarded. _/.gainft thefe 
men the cry is raifed—not the cry of the Spcreled, for God knows-no 
man in Connedticut is oppreffet, but the cry’of thofe who pant for of- 
fice, and who can rife only on the ruins of others. 

Your judges alfo to whom is committed the adminiftration of juftice, 
are marked out as the victims of party fpirit. 1s not a wife and faith- 
ful execution of the laws the chief object of every good Government? 
Without this who is fafe for 2 moment? Without this, liberty can 
exift only in name—the name indeed may be blafphemoufly uttered, but 
the fub(tance is gone with the liberty of ali who have relied o» profef- 
fions. Let the people of Conneticut look at their tribunals of juftice. 
Arethey not filled with men of incorruptible integrity ? Where bas 
innocen:e teceived a more ample protection? Is not the tranfpreffor 
punithed, and are not the wrongs of the injured redrefled ? Are not 
our mild laws executed in mercy, and is not juftice awarded with 
impartiality to indivi vals? Can you look at the feat of jultice and 
fay “ iniquity is there ?” Dare any man fay that the judges of our 
high Courts are not upright, intelligent and learned ? Who then 
ean juftly complain? Yet the ftripiing of yelterday—the bold projec- 
tor-——the unprincipled and ambitious, with a hoft of deceived follow- 
ers. with matchlefs effrontery, arraign the conduct of thefe magiftrates, 
and loudly demand that they be driven from their offices, and from 
public confidence. ; 

Another favorite {cheme is to elewate to all the offices of importance 
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men who have never enjoyed the public confidence. ‘The language of 
thefe revolutionifts is refpedting the men in power in Connecticut, 
«We will not have thefe men to rule over us’’— We will fill their pla- 
ecs with men of our choices—the creatures of our hands, and who wil 
be fubfervient to our views. But, my countrymen, before you join in 
this project, pavfe and enquire, who are thefe men who thus adfert 
their claim to rule over you? Who are thefe men who place them- 
felves in the corners of the ftreets and cry ‘‘ Oh, that we were made 
judges in the land?” It is no part of the writer’s defign to hunt vice 
Tom its guilty retreat, to expofe before am infalted people, the horrid 
features which diftinguith certain individuals who challenge popular ap- 
plaufe, or to attack private character, but jaftice deinands that men whe 
boldly claim to be the rulers of the free and happy flate of Connedti- 
cut; fhould be known. The men who are to {land in the places of 
our Trumbulls and our Ellfworths fhould not fhrink from public invef- 
tigation. T'othofe who refpett the authority of God it is a matter of 
no {mall moment that thofe who rule over men fhould be juft, ruling in 
the fear of God, nor will men, accuftomed ‘to revere this folemn de- 
claration, lend their aid to elevate men ef vicious and corrupt lives, 
without fome difmay. so ; 

It is not enovgh to tell usthat men will be {elected of more virtue 
and ¢alents than thofe now in power—fuch a pretence is vain—no man 
io his fenfes will regard it—no man makes fuch a pretence but for 
wicked pial. Ifwe are direéted to tarn our eyes to thofe who for 
years palt have been held up in the unfuccefsful nominations, and are 
told that thefe are to be fubftituted for the men who now guide our 
Councils, what are we to expett? An appeal may ade to every 
man not bewildered in this new and deftruttive madnefs—he may be 
afked who among thefe men fland forth with fair claims to public con- 
fidence? Where, among them, aa be found the polifhed {cholar—- 
the able civilian, the enlightened judge? Do we fee in a fingle indi- 
vidual an affemblage of talents united with virtue fofficient to qualify 
him for the feat of juftice? Ifthere are fuch men they have hitherto 
hid their talents in the earth. It will not here be forgotten that the 
attempt is, to reject men long known and refpeéted, and to fill their pla- 
ees with thofe who are without a witnefs in their favor. 
~ A fil more mifcheviovs and alarming projet is, that of making a 
new Conftitution for Connedticut. This project originates entirely in 
a fpirit of Jacobinifm —it is a new theme on which to defcant to ef- 
Fé a revolution in Conneticut. The object is, by falfe affertions, 
to induce a belief that no Confiitution exifts and that tyranny prevails. 
"This party always addrefy the paflions and never the underftanding.—- 
Review their meafures fora few years, and you will diftinfily perceive 
their motives-and aims. ‘ ~ : 

‘To create difafeGion and hatred towards thofe who formerly ad- 
miniftered the general Government, it was boldly afferted that the 
treafary had-been plundered. Even the illuftrious Saviour of bis 
Country was accufed of embezzling public money, and his followers 
could not expect a lefs happy fate Men of the moft unfufpected in- 
tegrity, were openly at acked by ananymous publications, or difpoiled 
of their good name by fecret infinuations. ‘Thefe calumuies were Kept 
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in cirewlation by their authors till impudence itfelf was abafhed, and the 
abject in view obtained—not a tittle of proof was ever adduced, and 
inveftigation always fhewed that the charges were not only falfe, but 
entirely groundlefs. 

For the fame unworthy purpofe it was afferted in every circle of op- 
pofition that falaties were too high, and the incomes of office enor- 
ious. Every tavern refournded with this grievance. At length the 
principal authors of this clamor got into place, and the clamor was 
hufhed. Yes, men who urged the people of Connecticut almoft to re~ 
bellion on this account, ftept into the places and, without a bluth, took 
more from the people than their predeceflors. Lookat Mr Babcock’s 
paper in 1799 and 1800, and fee itscolumns filled with railing againk 
high falaries— Look at it ince Abraham Bithop takes 3000 dollars a 
year, and Alexander Wolcott more than four, and find, 1f you can, a 
complaint on this fubje&. Such meannefs, fuch bafenefs, fuch hypo- 

crify in office feekers, exhibit in ftrong colors the depraviry of human 
nature, and teach us what dependence may juftly be placed on preten- 
fions and profeflions. . 
To inflame the paflions and to create animofity, various fubjects have 
been fucceffively feized upon, and prefled iato the fervice of the revo- 
Jutionifts—Every quarrel however trivial is noticed—every feed of 
difcord however {mall is nourifhed to difleminate murmurs and to fur- 
: ther the great object —Various claffes of the commuri'y are told, with 
: apparent anxicty for their welfare, that they are oppreffed, and that a 
new order of thiags mult arife, or that they will be enflaved. New 
Subje&ts are ftarted as ald ones ceafe to operate, and thus all that in- 
genuity and geo and perfeverance, can devife or effect is ac- 
complifhed. Thus, that numerous and refpeétable body of Chriftians 

called Epifcopalians lave been told, and repeatedly told, that the more “ 

numerous denomination were feekiag to deprive them of their juft and 

equal rights, aad to fubject them to the tyranny of an overbearing ma- 

jority—T'hefe tales were reiterated till their authors found them ufelefs 
from their folly and falfehood. At another time the Baptifls were 

addreffed by a fet of men who denied the reality of any religion, with 

fhe moft earneft yearnings for their ‘welfare. “I'he tyranny of the Le- 

giflature was painted in horrid coiors, and they were exhorted to lend 

their aid-to vindicate the caufe of the opprefled. ‘Thofe who confcien- 

tioufly believe that no taxes ought to be paid for the fupport of religion, 

and thofe who with that religion might no more infe(t the refidence of 

mea, were addrefled with confiderations adapted to their refpective 

cafes. At one time men deftitute of property are feduced by the al- 

luring do@trine of univerfal fuffrage—then the farmer is told that taxes 

are too high on land, and, with the fame breath, the mechanic is fagely 

informed, that the poll tax fhould be repealed, and the burden fall 

tack on the Jand holder. | 

Feftivals under the pretence of honoring the election of Mr. Jeffer- \ 
fen and Mr. Burr, and of extolling the wifdom of the purchafe of 
Loufiana, but with a real defign to blazen the fame of thofe who af- 
fume the charadter of friends of the people that they may the more 
readily deltroy the moft free and equitable Government in the world, 

“ate continually holden, and the difconterged, the fadtious, the ambitious 
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and the corrupt, are colleGed and flattered with declamations in the 
various fhapes of prayers, fermons and orations ‘Thus a people en- 
joying the heighth of politica! profperity are cajuled into a belief that 
men without virtue. without the reftraints of the gofpel, without a par- 
ticle of real regard for their fellow men, are thei beft friends, and are 
anxioufly laboring to promote their good. Let fuch remember, that 
when the Ethiopian fhall change his fkin, when the Leopard fhall change 
his fpots, and when bitrer fountains thall fend forth fweet water, thea 
will thofe who flatter the people with their tongues, and deceive them 
with their lips, feek their happinefs. Such are fome of the meafures 
reforted to by thofe who have fworn in their wrath that Connedticut 
fhall be revolutionized. Finding all thefe ineffectual, and that the 
good fence and yirtue of Connedticut has hitherto oppofed an infep- 
arable barrier to all their plans, they now exclaim Conne&ticut bas no 
Conftitution. Mr. Bifhop in his oration on the 11th of May, declar- 
ed, among cther outrageous and wicked falfehoods, that Connedticut 
had no Confitution. Such a grofs abfurdity could never have been 
promulgated till the mind was in fome degree prepared, by being ac- 
cuftomed to mifreprefentation. This was weld known to Mr. Bith- 
op, who has for years been in the habit of difregarding moral obliga- 
tion In the year 178g this Orator pronounced feveral inflammatory 
inve@tives againit the Conftitution of the United States, to which he 
was a bitter enemy till he obtained an office under it worth three thouf- 
and dollarsayear. At that time his language was, The Conftitution 
of Conneéticut is the beft in the world—it has grown up with the peo- 
ple, and itis fitted to their condition.—Now ibis confifent_ man who is 
endeavoring to gull the people that he may fuccefsfully tyrannize over 
them, avows that they are without a Conftitution.. - 

My fellow citizens, examine this head of clamor with candor, read 
the folemn declaration of Wafhington in the title page, attend to the fol- 
lowing remarks, and then tell me if you do not perceive in this project, 
with the manner in which it is fupported and attempted to be accom- 
plifhed, enough of the revolutionary fpirit of France, to excite the in- 
dignation of every real friend tothe peace and happinefs of Connecti- 
cut. 

1. If there be no Conftitution in Conneicut then your Hunting. 
tons, your Trumbulls, your Shermans, your Wolcotts aud your Da. 
yenports, with many other worthies, who were your defence in war, 
and your ornament in peace, and who are now flceping with their 
fathers, were wicked ufurpers—they ruled their fellow citizeas without 
authority—they were tyrants. Let Judd and Bifhop approach the 
fepulchures of thefe venerable men— let them lift the covering from 
thefe venerable afhes and in the face of heayen pronounce them Tv- 
rants!! Could you fee them approach their duft with fuch !an- 
guage on their tongues, you would fee them retreat with horrible con- 
fufion from thefe relicks of departed worth. 

2 The prefent rulers are aéting alfo without authority, and their 


‘Jaws are void—chen you are already in the midit of anarchy and wild 


mifrule—then has no man a title to an inch of Jand, and you are ready 
for an equal of divifion of property—all protection of life and liberty 
is at an end, and the will of a mob is now to prevail. 3 
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3. If indeed there is no Conftitution, then the oath which has been 
adminiftered in your freemen’s meetings for twenty years, by which 
each man has fworn ‘‘to be true and faithful to the Conftitution” of 
the ftate. is worfe than impious profanation of thename of God—then 
your judges, magiftrates and jurors have {tripped men of their property, 
condemned fome to Newgate and others to the Polt, the Pillory and 
the Gallows. without a warrant, and ate therefore murderers.—O 
thou God of order is this our condition!!! But, 

4 We have a Conftitution—a free and happy Conftitution It was 
to our fathers like the fhadow of a great rock ina weary land—it has 
enabled them to tranfmit to us a fair and glorious mbheritance—if we 
fuffer revolutionifts to rob us of this birth right “then are we baftards 
and not fons.” i i 

Te is a faét as well authenticated as the fettlement of the 
ftate, that a Conftitution was formed by the people of the then 
colony of Connedticut, before the Charter of King Charles. This 
Charter was a guarantee of that Conititution. _‘T’rumbul ’s hifkory of 
Conneticut gives us this Conftitution and its origin On our fpera- 
tion from Great-Britain, the people, thro’ their reprefentatives, made 
the following declaration on this fubjedt : 


« An A& containing an Abftraé& and Declaration of the Rights and 
Privileges ofthe People of this State, and fecuring the fame 

THE Pople of this State, being by the Providence of God, ‘free and 
“independant, have the fole and exclufive Right of governing them= 
febves as @ free, fovereizn, and independent State ; “and having from their 
Anceflors derived afreeand rxcellent Confiitution of Government where 
by the Legiflature depends on the free and arnual Eleétion of the People, 
they have the beft Security for the Prefervation of their c:vil and religious 
Rig! ts and Liberties. And forafmuch as the free Fruction of fuch Liber- 
tics and Privileges at Humanity, Civility and Chriftani:y call for, as it 
due toev.ry Man in bis Place and Proportion, without Impeachment and 
Infringement, hath ever been, and wil be the Tr mquility and Stability of 


_ Chu ches and Commonvealths ; andthe Denial thereof, the Difturbance, , 


if not the Ruin of bath. 

E it enaded and declared by the Governor, and Council, 
Par. I. and Houfe of Reprefentatives, in General Uourt affembled, 
That the ancient Form of Civil Government, contained ir the Charter 
from Charles the Second, King of En, land, and adcpted by the People 
of this State, fhal! be and remain the Civil Con(titution of this Stace, 
underthe fole authority of the People thereof, independent of any Kang 
or Prince whatever. And that this Republic is, and fhall forever be 
and remain, a free, fovereign and independent State, by the Name of 
the STATE or CONNECTICUT. ; 

‘2. And be it further enaded and declared, That no Man’s Life 
fhall be taken away : No Man’s Honor or good Name fhall be fiaineds 
No Man’s Perfon thall be arrefted, reftrained, banifhed, difmembered, 
nor any Ways punifhed : No Man fhall be deprived of his Wife or 
Children ; No Man’s Goods or Eftate fhall be taken away from him, 
not any Ways indamaged under the Color of Law, or Countenance 
of Autherity ; unlefs clearly warranted by the Laws of this State. _ 

3. That all the free Inhabitants of this or any other of the United 
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States of America, and Foreigners ia Amity with this State, fhall enjoy 
the fame juftice and Law within this Sate, which is general for the 
State, in all Cafes proper for the Cognizance of the Civil Authority 
and Court of Judicature within the fame, and that without Partiality 
or Delay. 

4. And that no Man’s Perfon fhall be reftrained, or imprifoned, 
by any Authority whatfoever, before the Law hath fentenced him 
thereunto, if he can and will give fufficient Security, Bail, or Mainprize 
for his Appearance and good Behaviour in the mean Sime, unlefs it be 
for Capital Crimes, Contempt in open Court, or in fuch Cafes whercis 
fome exprefs Law doth allow of, or order the fame.’’ 


Thefe proceedings have been regarded as the ark of our political 
fafety by the great and the good ofall parties, who have gone before us. 
Never till this year have we heard, or even fufpected that our {late was 
governed by a lawlefs mob. Now, asa mean to effe& a revolution, 
for the firft time, have a few defigning men endeavored to excite alarm— 
they have indeed excited alarm—fober men of their own party are 
alarmed—honeft men, who are not mifguided, fee the whole extent of 
this projet and they will frown it into contempt. 

5. Mr. Edwards, as chairman of a body of men whom he calls a 
State Committee, on the goth of fuly, without confulting even bis 
brethren of the Committee, ordered delegates to meet at New- Haven 
‘onthe 5th Wednefday of Auguft. In thofe towns where enough 
could not be affembled ta elect a member, the perfon written to, was 
authorized to attend and take a feat. In fome towns the propofition 
was rejected even by Republicans. The delegates: thus chofen, with 
all. who united with their opinions, and chofe to attend, met at the 
time and place appointed—fhut their doors againft every eye and ear—~ 
fat one day, formed an addrefs, ordered ten thoufand copies printed 
and diffolved. This addrefs wehave feen. It deferves fome notice. 

The firft thing that attraéts our attention is, that William Judd, 
Efg. of Farmingtoa, is appointed chairman. This was an adnurable 
provifion—fuch a meeting fhould certainly have fuch ahead. A man 
in the habit of devoting his feeble talents to intrigue, and who is notic- 
able only for an oftentatious parade, would prefide in fuch an affemby 
with ‘peculiar grace. His acquaintance could not but approve of this 
exhibition of the power of inflammable air and be pleafed with its effeas 
in an exhaufled receiver. The meeting thus organized procecd to ftile 
this Convention as follows: “Ata meeting of Delegates from ninety 
feven towns of the {tate of Conneéticut, convened at New-Haven on 
the 29th of Auguit, 804” Delegates—Delegates do they {tile them- 
felves? ‘The people would be obliged to this Convention to difclofe 
their authority. Who commiffioned thefe gentlemen for this impor- 
tant labor of providing them with a Conftitution ?> The truth is, not 
aman in that Convention was chofen bya majority of the people of 
his town—in many inftances with lefs than a quarter part, and in gen- 
eral-with lefs than a tenth----yet they call themfelves Delegates. Thus 
this Convention with Major Judd in the chair, precede their addiefj 
with a grofly deceptive declaration:--a declaration notorionfly falfe aa 
impudent, hey then declare it as ¢heir unanimous opinion, “that 
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the people Of this fate are at prefent without a Conftitution of civif 
Government.”?. This was to have been expeéted. Mr. Edwards 
-ordered them to meet for that purpofe, and fhall they not obey their 
matter? Bifhopand Wolcott have repeatedly direéted them to make 
this declaration, and Major Judd snows it to be true. Can any man 
doubt either the truth of this rematk or the fincerity with which it is 
uttered? Is it not clear that this whole proceeding originates in 2 pure 
unmixed affeétion for the people and a facred regard to truth? My 
fellow-citizens; look at the whole courfe of the lives of Judd, (I place 
him firft-on the lift becaufe he was chairman) of Bifhop and of Wolcott, 
and fay if they have not ever been under the influence of the moft dif 
iniere(ted virtue and the moft exalted pztriotifm ? Look alfo at thefe 
Delegates from ninety-feven towns, anu fay if they can have any other 
objeét in view but the dignity, happinefs and glory of their country? In- 
dividuals can only vouch for individuals. The writer can vouch for 
about thirty with Major Judd at their head. 
If any reader fhall thiok that the fubje@ is treated with too much 
levity, he fhould refleét that we are now animadverting on this Con- 
vention in their appointment of chairman, their {tiling themfelves Dele- 
gates from ninety feven towns, and their declaration that we have no- 
Conftitution. “On thefe fubjedts it is feareely poffible to be ferious. 
~The addrefs proceeds to declare how many of the confederated 
flates have made for themfelves Conftitutions. We afk, which of 
them is more profperous than Conneticut ? In which of them are the 
great interefts of Society better fecured? In New-York a Conven- 
tion was. called about: three years fince to amend their Conftitution- 
In Pennfylvania they have had two Conftitutions and they are now on 
the eve of a civil wares Duane the great moving {pring ofall Jacobin 
focieties, a vile outcaft from Europe, reigns with uncontroled {way ia 
every. meafure, and every man of virtue isdenounced. : 

‘In Georgia they have had two Conftitutions, and in Vermont two, 
and who dare pronounce their political fituation equal to that of Con- 
fieficut. The people of France have had fix Conftitutions within 
Sifteen years, and where are thofe Conftitutions ? In the grave of an- 
archy and defpotifm with millions of deluded inhabitants who have 
been facrificed by the Robefpieres and the Bifhops of that fuffering na~ 
tion. ‘To. that fuffering nation turn your eyes and refiect that the 
mighty mafs of woe under which they have groaned, was produced by 
an ambition, fierce, cruel and deftructive as hell, and that an ambition 
alike terrible reigns every where. ‘ 

Read this addrefs attentively, and you will be flruck with the idea 
that no- grievance is mentioned---not, a {mgle evil is pointed out---indeed 
the Convention declare that they mult be “ excufed a detail cf the nux 
merous wrongs which have arrived to us under this Government”’=-thefe 
are their words---they are excufed indecd---yes, they are excufed from ndt 
polluting their addrefs with falfehoods in this particular---full well they 
knew that no fuch wrongs exifted---full well they anticipated that a 
- certain deteétion would follow any fuch attempt at impofition. The 
leaders in this Convention knew full well that there is intelligence 
enough in Connecticut to meet them on any complaint, and to fhew 
that it is groundlefs. They, therefore, prudently decline to be expli- 
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cit, and yielding tous that the Government is now well adminiflered, 
they fhew a great anxiety for the fafety of the ‘‘ next generation.”” | 
What an afionithing difplay of philanthropy !! Bifhop and Wolcott ; 
are not at. eafe in their hearts while there is a profpedt that even the 
generations which fucceed us, will experience a woe !! 

After many remarks directed to the pafions, without propofing in 
{pecific terms a. fingle provifion of their newly. proje@ed Corftitution, 
without laying their finger upon a fivgle grievance, without urging a 
fingle argument tending to fhew that a Conftitution does not. exift, the 
addrefs unmafks itfelf --is unmafks the Convention---it unmafks the{e 
patriotic Delegates, and difcovers the true caufe of this Jacobinic 
meeting. ‘Towards the clofe of it, {peaking of the people, it fays, 
“ By their votes will be known their decifion. Ifa Conftitution ap- 
pears defirable, they will vote for men who are in favor of it” Here 
the Convention fpeak in language which all may underltand---but Jeft 
they had not made themfelves fufficiently intelligible, theyadd, “ We 
afk men of all parties to attend pun@tually at proxies and to continue a 
conte/? of votes till the great queftion. whether this ftate fhall have a Con- 
ftitutioa be feitled finally and forever,’ Now, the plain Englifh of 
thefe fentences is this “* We who are here affembled in Convention 
with the people of Conneticut to vote for fuch men, in future, for of- 
fice, as are in favor of a new. Conftitution-.-we have already declared 
that. we are.in favor of fuch a Conftitution---pray therefore vote for us 
and ..centinue”” »the conteft * till we fucceed and then’---yes:--my 
fellow-citizens, and then, what willthey do? Why laugh-at your fol- 
ly---take all the offices and leave you to take ¢ felyes.-- If fuch 
would not be their.conduct then the fun will no ape the eaft..- 

Gentlemen of the convention pray ceafe your -pretenfions to promo- 
tion till the people difcover your merit, Tf you are honeft, great and 
wife you will certainly be noticed and promoted —if you are pigmy-poli- 
ticians, the mufhroom growth of an hour,. dreffed only with the little 
bricf authority of felf created delegates toa elf created convention to 
aggtandife yourfelves, then probably you will live with little further no- 
tice, and it will only be faid hereafter of you that you belonged to an — 
affembly convened at New-Haven on the 2oth of Auguft 1804, which i. 
{prang up ia.a day, chofe major Judd chairman; and like ‘* Jonah’s 
Gourd withered ina day” 0... Bis EOS OE 

In this convention the queftion was ‘uch difcuffed. whether the ad- 
drefs fhould be made to the people or to the conftituted authority of. our 
State, the leg:flature. Some honelt republicans infifted that it was proper 
to apply to the Legiflature,..but this was oppofed by the young lawyers 
and the leaders of the party. univerfally—full well they-ksew that fuch 
a meafure would not anfwersSeir purpofe—Mobs never talk of any auv- 
thority except that-of the /ovcreign people—To the fovereign people they 
go, aad to the fovereign people they appeal till a fover-ign people are cru: 
elly infulted, cajoled and enflaved. . Murat, Robefpierre and Boaaparte 
told the fovereign people that they were all in all till they had robbed 
them of their deareit interefis, and enchained them in defpotifm, and 
they.now mock them with fuch declarations as thefe, * “ 'The perfeata- 


spake henieadieeet aeied 


s * See the Legiflative ‘declaration on making Bonaparte Emperor. 
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bility of human nature, the worft difeafe of man”— the caprice of 
eleftions mult be deftroyed’””— the people cannot govern themfelves ’” 

“Having examined fome of the plans or ty propofed for our 
adoption, we will now eftimate the probable coft attending them. It 
is to be recollected that the propofition is to change the vital principles 
of our goverament—to difplace our prefent rulers and to fill their piaces 
with men who never enjoyed the public confidence. To determine 
whether thefe objects are worth accomplifhing, it is neceflary to counr 
THE COST. : 

1. One part of this coft will be an increafe of the violence of parties. 
Men who regard their property, their liberty and their lives, will not 
yield them a willing’ acrifice to the demands of the ambitious and un- 
principled—-men who faced danger and braved death during a feven 
years war-men whofe veins are warm with the blood of their venerable 
anceftors who planted this happy ftate, and defended it amidft innume- 
rable hardfhips and calamities—-men who deem their birthright facred 
—their own freedom valuable, and their children dear as their own 
blood, will not calmly, nor cowardly fuffer thofe who have no claims 
but their impudence, to ftorm their fortrefs and tocapture them. ‘They 
will defend it in all lawful ways.—Bifhop and Wolcott, and a thoufand 
other mercenary hirelings may attempt tofubdue or terrifythem—a proud 
and haughty leader who under the guife of patriotifm, is attempting to 
undermine the happinefs of the beft regulated and freeft State in the 
Union, with a thoufand fycophants, confpiring to bring us under the 
yoke of Virginia, may exhauft their ingenuity and malice, ftill Connec- 
ticut will remain unfliaken. She will never crouch like Ifachar to chains 
and ferters Wit kiny ion of the noble fpirit of heranceftors whotran{- 


‘mitted this fair inheritance at a mighty expenfe, remains to impel them to 


noble exertions. —Itis ardently to be wifhed that the paflions of thofe who. 

feek to overturn the venerable inRitutions of Connedticut, may fubfide, 
and that a fpirit of reconciliation and moderation may fucceed to that . 
madnefs which threatens our peace.—If however the controverfy is to 

be continued and a mob infift on the right to rule, freemen will protect 

their lives and their liberties — And is not the peace and tranquility of 

the State of importance ? We have been told with more truth than fincer- 

ity that “life itfelf is a dreary thing’ without “ harmony in focial in- 

tercourfe.” Happy would it have been if the author of that jult and 

pertinent remark had not contributed more than any other man in the 

United States to embitter parties, and to render life indeed a “ dreary 

thing.” 

2. Another item in the expenfe of accomplifhing thefe projcéts, is a 
corruption of morals. ‘T'o revolutionize Connecticut it will be necefla- 
Ty to circulate, without any intermiffion, many grofs falfehoods refpect- 
ing the men in power, the judges, legiflators and. magiftrates, and the 
acts and proceedings of the General Affembly. We have feen the cvl- 
umns of the Mercury and the Republican Farmer filled with vile libels. 
—We have feen Abraham Bifhop followed by hundreds enter a temple 
devoted to the fervice of God, and we have heard him there utter the 


* moft malignant flanders onthe Clergy, the Legiflature and the Courts 


of law.—We have feen him publicly denounce one clafs and another of 
his fellow citizens as hypocrites, old tories and traitors. ~We have feen 
me Cc 


him-teceiving for this, the applaufe of a wretched collection of difap- 
pointed, ambitious and corrupt men. This has been borne and the 
author defpifed, and indignantly hiffed from the fociety of the refpect- 
able and virtuous—but the end is not gained—new themes of reviling— 
new fubjects of abufe muft be fought, and the party who wih to effect 
a.revolution, are pledged to uphold and protect the agents however 
wicked. What then may not be expected? ‘That dreadful declaration 
“ Truth is fallen in their ftreets’? will {eon be but an inconfiderable part 
of our miferable character. It need not be added that fuchacondition 
evinces great corruption of morals. 

3. Another part of this expence will be the elevation of men to of- 
fice who are unworthy of public confidence. What can a nation oF 
flate expedl from fuch men ? What could now be expedted from thefe 
men but that they become immediately the creatures of a party——the 
tools of a faction? Is it worthy of no confideration that judges. who 
are to be the arbiters of controverfies—who are to adjudicate on the 
lives of their fellow citizens, and to whom is committed the deareft 
and higheft interefts ef fociety, fhou'd be men of virtue—of wifdom 
and of unfullted reputation? Can a Court bea fhield againft the proud 
oppreffor when a daring leader cam crufh them with his nod? Be not 
deceived my fellow citizens—no nation hath yet made fuch an experi- 
ment without feeling its bitter and dreadful effects, See the revolu- 
tionary tribunals of France~ See in them a melancholy picture of core 


’ rupt courts and unprincipled judges—The cruelty of that nation hath 


appeared no where more infernal than through their forms of law and 
in their fan@uaries of juftice—a corrupt judgment feat is the greareft 
curfe with which a people can be punifhed. Inthe ‘mean time all fubor- 
dinate tribunals wi'l partake of the fame charaéter.—Thus inflead of a 
government of laws, there will be the tyranny of a defperate faction. — 
Let no one reply that there isno danger of fuch evils in Connecticut. 


_ We now feea few leaders controul a party of feveral thoufands—We 
~ have feen fix hundred meet and applaud the purchafe of Louifiana when 


not one in five of them could form any opinion on the merits of the 
bargain—We have {cen afew leaders direét the. offering of incenfe to 
Burr while the great body of their followers curfed him—We {ee a party 
fiffering the pride of Virginia to controul the government of the Union 
and to opprefs New-England with a heavy impoft becaufe fhe would not 
fibmit to internal taxes—We feea few leaders dire& a convention of 
about two hundred to iffue an addrefs to the people of Conneéticut, which 
addrefs contains on the face of it many palpable falfehoods. Ard can- 
not thefe fame leaders controul a Court ? 

4. Another part of the colt of thefe projets, is the lofs of all our 
inftitutions of religion.—It is not here-intended that thefe inftitutions 
will be af once abolifhed—Such a meafure would alarm fome honeft-men 
cf the party—a gradual but fure deftruétion is the evil to be feared. 
The conftirution of the United States was firft attacked by an uncon- 
ftitutio al repeal cf alaw, and now the independence of the Supreme 
Court is to be deltroyed, by impeachments of the judges. So will it 
fare with your inftitutions. ‘The principle openly advocated is that 
wone fhall be abliged to cantribute for the fupport of religious inftitutions. 
This once eftablifhed deftroys the vitals of the fyftem, and the refidue 
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of its exiftence will be mifery and wreichednefe. Shall a party avow+ 
ing this fentiment and feeking by every artifice to give it efleét, receive 
the fapport of a people who have derived fuch fubitantial benefits from 
thefe inftitutions 2 Shall we lock in vain thro’ the ranks of that party 
for one to lift up his voice againft this daring ard dangerous innova 
tion? Are there not many who either do not beticve this to be the 
object of their leaders, or if fuch fhall be their obje&, who are deter- 
‘mined to refiftthem ? Yes, there are many who a with them, who 
Rtillintend to progre{s to no fuch exceffes. Let fuch view the con= 
duét of fimilar parties—Let fuch not be deceived—This is indeed 


to be credited : 


In return for theft 


peace of the world facrificed! What is the refuit? An agcumula- 
tion of mifery which bafHles all defcription. Net an -individual is more 
happy or more virtuous. Nota nation more profperous—pot a tittle 
added to human felicity. Ye reformers, look at Francebehold the 
crimes which have rifen ur to demand the vengeance of God—fee the! 
woes which you have brought on the race of man, and tremble left 
your works fhould follow you ? 

If this picture is too glaring, look at our fifter ftates in which re. 
volutions have been effected, and fhew us the benefit. A noify or 
feditious individual has obtained a lucrative office—an ambitious 
leader is in the chair of ftate fatiating his pride, or lke Abraham 
Bifhop gratifying his paflion for ignoble pelf, upon h i:thoufands.— 
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He drives his carriage by his induftrious neighbor who has toiled for 
him at ax, eleGtion, cracks his whip and laughs at the folly of his dupe, 
and will laugh till he may need his fervices again, and then he will 
again cringe and bow and flatter and gull. But isthe mechanic, the 
farmer, the merchant profited? Is fociety enriched, or the public 
good promoted ? 
In this yiew of the fubje& we will briefly afk, in the third place, is 
it proper to make the propofed changes—to adopt thefe projects? IF 
no benefits will refult—if much evil will probably enfue—the courfe 
of duty and intereit is plain. Aware, however, that it may be faid 
many of the dangers are imaginary, and are founded upon the fuppo- 
fition that we fhall a@ with as little difcretion and prudence as the 
people of other countries, it isimportant to ‘obferve that revolutions 
are the fame, in nature in every nation. Thofe who fpeak of a new 
Conftitution, and of thorough reforms, fhould recolleé& that the pro- 
moters of thefe {chemes in France, conitantly amufed the people with 
the idea that a new order of things—new rights—new principles, were 
toarife. Who does not recolleét to have read of the perfectability of 
human nature—of the enlightened age of regenerated France ? She 
boldly proclaimed herfelf the example of the world, and all nations 
were invited to fee her glory, and enjoy ber bleffed liberty and her 
glorious equality. But mark the iffue—Not twelve years have elapfed 
before fhe hag returned to an inglerions defpotifm—She has exchanged 
her Capets for a foreign ufurper, with an izcalculable lofs, and here 
her hiftory ends. Sush is the conftant terminations of fuch revolu- 
tions, and {hall we claim tobe.an exception ? How o we judge asto the 
pesoriety of any courfe of life-except by obfetvation, experience or 
hittory ? We fee induftry and integrity rewal ed with competence 
or wealth—we fee intemperance and floth followed with difeafe, lofs 
of repntation and poverty. Thefe are fure. grounds on which to 
predi& refpeéting our neighbors, and by which. to regulate our own 
conduét. On fimilar principles a wife people regard the condu@ of 
other nations, and are folemnly admonifhed by their example. tf 
not then the projeGor perfuade us to adopt his theories with proofs of 
their danger thus glaring before our eyes. Look at the condu& of 
our revolutionifts for four years paft, and fee if you do not difcover 
the genuine principles of the Jacobins of France—-recollet alfo that they 
had firft a Convention—then an Executive DireGory—then a Conful 
for years—then a Conful for life, and then an ufurper with an heredi- 
tary defcent in his family. At gach fucceflive revolution the people 
were courted—weje flattered—were promifed tranfcendant felicity. 
‘The people fwore eternal hatred to Monarchy, and eternal fidelity to 
€ontitutions, till, heaven, weary of their perjuries, {ent them ade{- 
pot in his wrath. . 
"My fellow citizens human nature is the fame here as in France— 
Then before you give ear to the fongs of enchantment Count the Coft 
—Before you fell your birthright for a mefs of pottage Count the Cof. 
Before you confent to yield up the inftitutions of your wife and pious 
anceftors, Count the Cof—DBefore you admit univerfal fuffrage Count 
the Cof-—Before you {ubmit to the mifchievous doétrine of diftrict 
cletions, Count the Cof—Before you reje& from office the men whom 
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your hearts approve, Count #he Cof, the great eoft of weak and wicked 
rulers.-—Before you confent to be governed by men whofe impudence, 
and vice conftitute many of their elaims to promotion, Count the Coff. 
This evil youcan prevent_by attending with punctuality on our elec- 
tions. The freemen of Connedticut are mighty when they arife in 
their ftrength. No freeman can juftify abfence except from neceffity. 
—That people who will not faithfully attend upon the choice of their 
rulers, cannot expeét to retain their freedom.—T'ruft not to a majority 
—fay not that things will go well without me—Such language is 
unbecoming freemen—Delfpair not of a majority—if you will not “ go 
with the multitude to do evil,” go againf# them to do good. Before 
you negleé& an eleGtion Count the Cof—If the lofs of your Vote fhould 
prove the lofs of an election of a fingle man, then will you not have 
Counted the Caf). 

My fellow citizens—We have a government which has protected 
us a Century and an half—we have enjoyed unexampled profperity.— 
We may tranfmit a glorious.inheritance to pofterityx—The writer has 
children dear to him as his own blood—thefe children are to him @ 
facred depofit—He can, with confidence, commit their political in- 
terefts to fuch a Sigh: gos yo g kar eee is pere 
fuaded ‘that if they feel the iron hand of defpotifm, it will not be 
from fuch a-government, .and fuch rulers as we now poffefs—Before 
he yields his own, and their dear, and ineftimable rights to the wild 
projeéts of the reformers of this age, he is.firmly refolved to fit down 
and Count the Gofly and he entreats his fellow. citizens to adopt fimilar 
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A View of the Fifcal Concerns of Con- 
necticut. 


i d. the Gi Li 
~~ Gapita Fun sof - ivi Le Dots. Cts. 


Funded 6 per cent. Stock, (rel capital - = = + 209,273 83 
Deferred - do. - do. do. - + = = 148,632 83 
Funded 3 percent. do. - - + - - - - = + 50,038 11 
Bank Stock) - - - < + - + = - 2 2 w+ 44,725 


4521669 77 
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School Funds. 
Bonds collaterally feeured - - - - 1,020,542 27 
New Lands received in edie of School Bonds, 
price at which received, - - - + + = £94,000 
Funded 6 per cent. Stock, ( ony capital) - +e 14,048 


Deferred - do. - dow - do - - - = « 5455 ¥ 
Funded 3 per cenisfdo. PS tt Rie oar ces 4576 95 
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Annual Expenfe of Government. 


Viz. 
Salaries of Executive Officers, - - - - « = 8,630 
Debentures and Contingent expenfes of the Legifla- 

ture for two Seffions, + - « ~ ita oe 19,100 
Debenture of the Supreme Court of Rosch: ~ 2s §5c 
Judicial expenfes, ee a 6,100 
Expenfe of Newgateprifon,-- - - - = « = « 4,000 
Charges of Paupers and Vagrants, - 4,500 


Allowance of 2 dollars onthe 1000 of the Lift being 
a draw-back fromthe State Tax, - - « - « + £2;000 


Contingent Expenfes, 
Government, - 
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Means for defraying the annual expenfe of the Civil Lif 
Viz. . : Loe a 
Annval Intereft on the above-mentioned Stock apper- 

taining to the Civil Lift Funds) - - - + = - 26,553 54 


Duties on Civil Procefles, - - - = * - > = 53700 
Annual Tax of 7 Mills on the Dollar, neat amount, 353700 
67,953 54 


N. B. One eighth part of all the State taxes and one 
tenth part of all rateable polls are abated for the rehef of 
the indigent. 

The yearly Intereft of the whole School Funds would 

Bee ae ne See ee 74,179 88 
Deduét the Intereft on that part which lies in lands, 

and alfoon thofe Bonds whereon Intereft has not 

yet commenced, amountsto - - = = = = * 7,324 12 

N. B. Several Bonds draw Intereft the prefent year, 
which were not on Interefl the laff year. 

And the wholé prefent annual intereft will be + - 66,855 76 
‘Add to this the allowance of 2 dolls. on the 1000 of 
the Lift is 9 =e ee ee 12,000 


Total antual amount payable for fchools, . - - - — 78.855 76 
~~ heats 
Drawable from the State Treafury annually, by the e 
people in their capacity of School Societies, - - - 78,855 76 
Payable by the people into the State Treafury annual- 
ly in taxes (including duties on civil proceffes) only 
se tetrot ew a ee 41,400 


Balance drawn-out beyond what ia paid in by taxes 
gud detain 7.455 76 


From the foregoing view of their financial arrangements, it appears 
that the people of Conneticut not only erjoy the bieflings of Civil 
Government free from expenfe, but even receive from the public Treaf- 
ury yearly, the fam of 37,455 dollars 76 cents more than they contri- 
bute to it in taxes, ‘&c. 

Who can behold this unparalleled fituation of finances, taking into 
view at the fame time our embarraffed circumftances at the clofe of the 
late war, when we were not only deftitute of any funds except dire& 
taxes, but incumbered with a debt of two millions of Dollars, and 
not admire and appreciate the faithfulnefs and ability of thofe who have 
fo {acefsfully managed the public affairs of this State. 


